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Abstract:

Modern teaching methods incorporate television, radio, internet, multimedia, and other
technological devices. Teaching aids are defined as tools instructors use to help learners
understand concepts more effectively. They can improve reading, writing, and communication
skills while reinforcing prior knowledge. Interactive teaching aids are especially valuable in
reducing anxiety, fear, and boredom during learning sessions.
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Introduction:

The 2l1st-century classroom demands innovation in teaching methods. Modern
educational practices actively integrate teaching aids such as films, digital storytelling,
grassroots comics, projectors, and smart boards to enhance comprehension and engagement
(Cotl, 2005; Covili, 2016). Teachers must adopt such approaches to meet the learning needs of
digitally savvy students.

Newspapers and Bulletin Boards:

Newspapers provide rich information about economic, political, and social life. They are
considered “a minimum textbook™ for studying current affairs because of their vast resource
base (Bansal, 2009). Bulletin boards further enhance this by displaying news of local, national,
or international interest, motivating learners through relevance to their own communities
(EPGP, n.d.).

Models and Specimens:

Models of the human body, toy objects, and specimens act as tangible teaching aids. These
tools help learners visualize abstract concepts, making knowledge more concrete and effective
(Bansal, 2009).

International Journal of Global Multidisciplinary Research and Analytics, 01(2) 78


http://www.thearyapublication.com/
mailto:kanakkhushi02@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17312503

International Journal of IJGMRA | ISSN (Online): 3107-6483
Global Multidisciplinary Research and Analytics July-September 2025 | Vol. 01 | Issue 2

Website: www.thearyapublication.com

Flannel and Magnetic Boards:

While digital technologies have become central to 21st-century education, flannel boards (also
known as felt boards) and magnetic boards continue to play a significant role in modern
teaching methods. These tactile, interactive tools offer unique advantages that complement
digital resources, supporting hands-on learning, creativity, and engagement. Their adaptability
and simplicity make them valuable assets in classrooms that aim to blend traditional and
contemporary instructional strategies.

Features and Functionalities:

Flannel boards are typically made of a sturdy backing covered with flannel fabric. Cut-out
figures, letters, or shapes—often made from felt—adhere to the board through friction,
allowing teachers and students to arrange and rearrange items easily. Magnetic boards, on the
other hand, are smooth surfaces (often metal or specially coated) that attract magnets. Magnetic
letters, numbers, shapes, and images can be moved around the board, enabling dynamic
presentations and activities. Both types of boards are available in various sizes and can be
mounted on walls or used as portable easels.

Enhancing Teaching and Learning:

Flannel and magnetic boards enhance teaching and learning by making lessons more interactive
and participatory. Teachers can use these boards to illustrate stories, demonstrate concepts, and
facilitate group activities. For example, in early childhood education, flannel boards are often
used for storytelling, sequencing events, or teaching vocabulary through visual and tactile
means. Magnetic boards are popular for math lessons, spelling games, and science
demonstrations, where students can manipulate objects to explore patterns, relationships, and
processes. This hands-on approach helps students internalize concepts more effectively than
passive listening.

Supporting, Creativity and Collaboration:

These boards foster creativity and collaboration among students. Learners can create their own
stories, solve problems, or build models using the movable pieces. Group activities, such as
constructing a story scene or solving a math puzzle, encourage teamwork and communication.
The ability to physically move and rearrange pieces supports trial-and-error learning, critical
thinking, and the development of fine motor skills, especially in younger children. Boards such
as flannel and magnetic boards allow teachers to interactively demonstrate content by
rearranging visual elements (EPGP, n.d.). These tools are modifications of traditional methods
that suit modern classrooms.

Adaptability and Inclusivity:

A key strength of flannel and magnetic boards is their adaptability. Teachers can easily
customize materials to suit different subjects, age groups, and learning objectives. For students
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with special educational needs, these boards offer a multisensory approach that can be more
accessible than text-based instruction. Visual learners benefit from colorful, tangible pieces,
while kinesthetic learners engage through hands-on manipulation. The boards can also be used
to support language development, social skills, and emotional expression.

Integration with Modern Methods:

In the 21st-century classroom, flannel and magnetic boards are often used alongside digital
tools to create a blended learning environment. For instance, a teacher might introduce a
concept using an interactive whiteboard and then reinforce it with a hands-on activity on a
magnetic board. This integration ensures that students experience a variety of learning
modalities, catering to diverse preferences and needs. Moreover, these boards do not require
electricity or internet access, making them reliable and cost-effective resources in all
educational settings.

Challenges and Considerations:

Despite their benefits, flannel and magnetic boards have limitations. They may not be as
engaging for older students accustomed to digital media, and the preparation of materials can
be time-consuming for teachers. Storage and maintenance of small pieces also require
organization. However, with thoughtful planning and creative use, these challenges can be
minimized, allowing the boards to remain effective teaching tools. Thus, flannel and magnetic
boards continue to hold relevance in modern teaching methods, offering tactile, interactive, and
adaptable learning experiences. Their use supports creativity, collaboration, and differentiated
instruction, making them valuable complements to digital technologies in 21st-century
classrooms. By integrating these traditional tools with contemporary approaches, educators can
create rich, engaging, and inclusive learning environments that address the diverse needs of
today’s students.

Grassroots Comics:

In the landscape of modern teaching methods in the 21st century, Grassroots Comics
have emerged as a unique and powerful educational tool. Unlike mainstream comics produced
by professional artists and writers, grassroots comics are created by ordinary people—often
students, teachers, or community members—using simple materials and personal stories. This
participatory approach democratizes the medium of comics, making it accessible and relevant
to diverse groups. In educational settings, grassroots comics foster creativity, critical thinking,
and social awareness, aligning perfectly with the goals of 21st-century pedagogy.

Features and Creation Process:

Grassroots comics are characterized by their simplicity and focus on local issues or personal
experiences. Typically, they are hand-drawn on paper using basic art supplies such as pencils,
pens, and markers. The process involves brainstorming a message or story, scripting, sketching
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panels, and adding dialogue or captions. The emphasis is on clear communication rather than
artistic perfection, making the medium approachable for all ages and skill levels. Once
completed, these comics can be photocopied, displayed on classroom walls, or shared digitally,
amplifying their reach and impact. Grassroots comics, unlike mainstream comics, are made by
learners or local instructors themselves. They address local issues using local languages and
contexts, encouraging debate and engagement in the learning process (EPGP, n.d.).

Enhancing Teaching and Learning:

The use of grassroots comics in the classroom enhances both teaching and learning in several
ways. For teachers, comics offer a creative method to introduce complex topics, encourage
discussion, and assess understanding. For students, creating comics requires them to synthesize
information, organize their thoughts, and express ideas visually and textually. This multimodal
approach caters to different learning styles—visual, linguistic, and kinesthetic—making
lessons more engaging and memorable. Additionally, the collaborative nature of comic creation
fosters teamwork, communication, and problem-solving skills.

Promoting Social Awareness and Student Voice:

One of the most significant strengths of grassroots comics is their ability to amplify student
voice and promote social awareness. By encouraging students to depict issues from their own
lives or communities—such as environmental concerns, health, gender equality, or bullying—
teachers empower them to reflect on real-world problems and propose solutions. This process
not only builds empathy and civic responsibility but also helps students develop confidence in
expressing their perspectives. Grassroots comics can serve as catalysts for classroom
discussions, school campaigns, or community outreach, making learning relevant and action-
oriented.

Supporting Inclusivity and Differentiated Instruction:

Grassroots comics are inherently inclusive. The low-cost, low-tech nature of the medium
ensures that all students, regardless of background or resources, can participate. The format is
adaptable to various subjects and grade levels, from language arts and social studies to science
and health education. For students with special educational needs, comics provide an
alternative way to communicate ideas, reducing barriers associated with traditional writing or
oral presentations. Teachers can differentiate assignments by varying the complexity of the
stories or the number of panels, ensuring that every learner is challenged appropriately.

Integration with Digital Tools:

While grassroots comics are traditionally hand-drawn, they can be easily integrated with digital
tools to enhance their impact. Students can scan or photograph their comics and use software
to add color, effects, or animation. Online platforms allow for sharing comics with a wider
audience, receiving feedback, and collaborating with peers from different regions or countries.
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This blend of traditional and digital methods prepares students for the demands of a
technologically advanced society while preserving the personal touch of grassroots
storytelling.

Challenges and Considerations:

Despite their many benefits, the use of grassroots comics in education comes with certain
challenges. Some students may feel self-conscious about their drawing abilities, requiring
encouragement and reassurance that content is more important than artistic skill. Teachers may
need to allocate time for brainstorming, drafting, and revising comics, which can be
challenging within a packed curriculum. Additionally, sensitive topics must be handled
thoughtfully to ensure a safe and respectful classroom environment. Thus, grassroots comics
represent an innovative and inclusive teaching method that aligns with the principles of 21st-
century education. By empowering students to create and share their own stories, educators
foster creativity, critical thinking, and social engagement. Grassroots comics bridge the gap
between traditional and modern pedagogies, offering a flexible, accessible, and impactful way
to make learning meaningful and relevant for all students.

Digital Storytelling:

In the era of rapid technological advancement, digital storytelling has emerged as a powerful
and innovative teaching method within 2 1st-century education. Digital storytelling combines
the age-old art of narrative with modern multimedia tools, enabling students and teachers to
create and share stories using images, audio, video, and interactive elements. This approach
not only revitalizes traditional storytelling but also aligns with the digital literacy demands of
contemporary society, making learning more relevant, engaging, and meaningful.

Features and Tools of Digital Storytelling:

Digital storytelling leverages a variety of digital tools and platforms, such as video editing
software, audio recorders, animation apps, and online publishing sites. Students can use
smartphones, tablets, or computers to capture photos, record voiceovers, and edit video clips.
Popular tools include Microsoft Sway, Adobe Spark, iMovie, and web-based platforms like
Storybird or Powtoon. These resources allow for the integration of text, sound, music, and
visual effects, resulting in rich, multimedia narratives that can be easily shared with peers,
teachers, and even global audiences.

Enhancing Teaching and Learning:

The integration of digital storytelling into the classroom significantly enhances both teaching
and learning experiences. For teachers, it provides a creative way to present content, explain
complex concepts, and connect lessons to real-world contexts. For students, digital storytelling
fosters active learning by encouraging them to research, plan, script, and produce their own
stories. This process develops a range of skills, including critical thinking, communication,
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collaboration, and digital literacy. By expressing their ideas through multimedia, students are
more likely to engage deeply with the subject matter and retain information.

Promoting Student Voice and Creativity:

One of the most significant benefits of digital storytelling is its ability to amplify student voice
and nurture creativity. Students are given the opportunity to share their perspectives,
experiences, and cultural backgrounds in a format that is both personal and public. This not
only boosts confidence and self-expression but also fosters empathy and understanding among
classmates. Digital storytelling projects can be tailored to various subjects, from personal
narratives in language arts to historical documentaries in social studies or scientific
explanations in STEM fields. Digital storytelling combines narration, still images, music, and
video to create modern expressions of traditional storytelling. Teachers use short digital stories
to enhance interest and retention during lessons (Coil, 2005). For best practice, stories should

be prepared in advance, with necessary equipment arranged to facilitate interaction (EPGP,
n.d.).

Supporting Differentiated and Inclusive Instruction:

Digital storytelling is highly adaptable, making it an effective tool for differentiated and
inclusive instruction. Teachers can modify assignments to suit different learning styles,
abilities, and interests. Visual learners benefit from images and videos, auditory learners from
narration and sound effects, and kinesthetic learners from hands-on creation and editing.
Additionally, digital storytelling can be particularly empowering for students with special
educational needs, as it allows them to communicate in ways that may be more accessible or
comfortable than traditional writing.

Challenges and Considerations:

Despite its many advantages, digital storytelling also presents certain challenges. Access to
technology and reliable internet can be a barrier for some students and schools. Teachers may
require training to effectively integrate digital storytelling into their curriculum and to assess
multimedia projects fairly. Furthermore, issues related to digital citizenship, such as copyright,
privacy, and responsible online sharing, must be addressed to ensure safe and ethical use of
digital tools. Thus, digital storytelling stands out as a transformative method in modern
teaching, blending creativity, technology, and pedagogy to enrich the educational experience.
By engaging students in the process of creating and sharing multimedia stories, educators can
foster essential 2Ist-century skills and make learning more inclusive, interactive, and
impactful. As digital tools continue to evolve, digital storytelling will remain a vital strategy
for preparing students to communicate, collaborate, and thrive in a digital world.

Radio and Television: Educational radio and television programs have long served as
effective teaching aids. FM and community stations produce literacy-supportive content that
learners can engage with independently. Television, with its audiovisual dynamism, extends
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this effectiveness by combining sight and sound, making lessons more memorable (Bansal,
2009).

Documentaries and Films:

Documentaries and films provide factual and visual learning experiences. They can be
powerful tools for teaching history, science, cultural awareness, and government programs
(EPGP, n.d.). To enhance learning, teachers should follow screenings with discussion and
questioning (Covili, 2016).

Projectors and Media Players:

In the context of modern teaching methods in the 21st century, the use of projectors and media
players has become a fundamental aspect of classroom instruction. These technologies have
revolutionized the way information is delivered, making lessons more dynamic, visual, and
accessible. By enabling teachers to present multimedia content—such as videos, animations,
slideshows, and interactive simulations—projectors and media players cater to diverse learning
styles and help bridge the gap between traditional and digital education.

Features and Functionalities:

Projectors are devices that display images, videos, or computer data onto a large screen or wall,
making it possible for all students in a classroom to view the same content simultaneously.
Modern projectors often come with high-definition capabilities, wireless connectivity, and
compatibility with various devices, including laptops, tablets, and smartphones. Media players,
on the other hand, are hardware or software tools that play digital audio and video files. They
can be standalone devices or integrated into computers and smart devices, allowing teachers to
access and control a wide range of multimedia resources. Projectors, VCRs, and DVD players
play significant roles in classrooms. Overhead and slide projectors in particular are still used
for lesson delivery, although increasingly replaced by digital tools such as CDs and DVDs
(Bansal, 2009).

Enhancing Teaching and Learning:

The integration of projectors and media players into classroom instruction has significantly
enhanced both teaching and learning experiences. Teachers can use these tools to present
complex concepts through visual aids, such as diagrams, charts, and educational videos, which
can make abstract ideas more concrete and understandable. For example, a science teacher
might use a projector to display a video of a chemical reaction, or a history teacher might show
a documentary to bring historical events to life. This multimedia approach not only captures
students’ attention but also helps in retaining information more effectively.

Supporting Collaborative and Interactive Learning: Projectors and media players also
facilitate collaborative and interactive learning. Teachers can display student work, conduct
group presentations, and encourage class discussions by projecting shared content. Interactive
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lessons, such as quizzes or polls, can be conducted in real-time, allowing for immediate
feedback and greater student participation. Furthermore, these technologies support flipped
classroom models, where students watch instructional videos at home and engage in hands-on
activities during class time, promoting deeper understanding and application of knowledge.

Accessibility and Inclusivity:

Another significant advantage of projectors and media players is their role in promoting
accessibility and inclusivity in education. Visual and auditory learners benefit from the
combination of images, videos, and sound, while subtitles and audio descriptions can support
students with hearing or visual impairments. Teachers can also adjust the pace and format of
lessons to accommodate different learning needs, ensuring that all students have equal
opportunities to engage with the material.

Challenges and Considerations:

Despite their many benefits, the use of projectors and media players comes with certain
challenges. Technical issues, such as connectivity problems, equipment malfunctions, or
compatibility limitations, can disrupt lessons and require troubleshooting skills. Additionally,
the initial investment in high-quality projectors and media players, as well as ongoing
maintenance costs, can be a concern for some educational institutions. Effective integration of
these technologies also depends on teacher training and the availability of relevant digital
content. thus, projectors and media players are essential tools in the arsenal of modern teaching
methods in the 21st century. They enable teachers to create engaging, interactive, and inclusive
learning environments that cater to the diverse needs of today’s students. While challenges
exist, the benefits of these technologies in enhancing educational outcomes are undeniable. As
schools continue to embrace digital transformation, projectors and media players will remain
pivotal in shaping the future of teaching and learning.

Computers and the Internet:

Computers are central to 21st-century education. They enable learners to use digital primers,
educational games, and multimedia resources effectively (Covili, 2016). They also serve as
gateways to the internet, providing fast access to global resources and interactive learning.
Mobile devices now supplement computers, further expanding possibilities for teaching and
learning.

Interactive White Boards (Smart Boards):

In the rapidly evolving landscape of 21st-century education, Interactive White Boards (IWBs),
commonly known as Smart Boards, have emerged as a transformative tool in modern
classrooms. These digital boards combine the functionalities of traditional whiteboards with
the power of computers and touch-screen technology, enabling teachers and students to interact
with content in dynamic and engaging ways. The integration of IWBs into educational settings
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reflects a broader shift towards technology-enhanced learning, aiming to foster greater
participation, collaboration, and understanding among students.

Features and Functionalities:

Interactive White Boards are essentially large, touch-sensitive screens that connect to a
computer and a projector. The computer’s desktop is projected onto the board’s surface, and
users can control applications, write notes, draw diagrams, and manipulate objects directly on
the board using a finger, stylus, or special pen. Many IWBs come equipped with specialized
software that allows for the creation of interactive lessons, quizzes, and multimedia
presentations. Features such as saving written notes, accessing the internet, and integrating
audio-visual resources make Smart Boards a versatile asset in the classroom. Smart boards
represent the most advanced teaching aids, integrating computer systems, projectors, and
educational software. These boards allow teachers to store, revise, and reuse digital lessons,
although their high cost remains a barrier to widespread adoption (Coil, 2005).

Enhancing Teaching and Learning:

The adoption of Smart Boards has significantly enhanced both teaching and learning processes.
For teachers, IWBs offer a platform to present information in varied formats—text, images,
videos, and interactive simulations—catering to different learning styles. Lessons can be made
more engaging through real-time annotations, instant feedback, and interactive activities. For
students, the tactile and visual nature of Smart Boards encourages active participation,
collaboration, and hands-on learning. Group activities, brainstorming sessions, and problem-
solving exercises become more interactive, fostering critical thinking and communication
skills.

Supporting Inclusive and Differentiated Instruction:

One of the key advantages of Interactive White Boards is their ability to support inclusive
education. The technology can be adapted to meet the needs of diverse learners, including those
with special educational needs. For instance, visual learners benefit from colorful graphics and
videos, while auditory learners can engage with sound clips and spoken instructions. Teachers
can differentiate instruction by providing varied tasks and resources, ensuring that all students
have access to meaningful learning experiences.

Challenges and Considerations:

Despite their numerous benefits, the implementation of Smart Boards is not without challenges.
Effective use of IWBs requires adequate teacher training and ongoing professional
development. There may be technical issues, such as calibration problems or software glitches,
which can disrupt lessons. Additionally, the cost of purchasing and maintaining Smart Boards
can be a barrier for some schools, particularly in under-resourced areas. It is essential for
ducational institutions to provide the necessary support and infrastructure to maximize the
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potential of this technology. Thus, Interactive White Boards represent a significant
advancement in modern teaching methods in the 21st century. By fostering interactive,
collaborative, and differentiated learning environments, Smart Boards have the potential to
transform traditional classrooms into vibrant centers of innovation and engagement. As
technology continues to evolve, the effective integration of tools like IWBs will be crucial in
preparing students for the demands of the digital age, ensuring that education remains relevant,
inclusive, and impactful.

Conclusion:

Traditional teaching methods are no longer sufficient in the 21st-century learning environment.
From newspapers to smart boards, modern teaching aids provide teachers with diverse tools to
make learning interactive, engaging, and effective (Bansal, 2009; Covili, 2016). Successful
integration depends on selecting aids that address the needs of learners, creating an educational
experience that is both meaningful and innovative.
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